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• 1 court, 15 
judges, sit in 
panels of three

• Right to appeal
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Superior
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Appeals

Supreme

• 1 court, 7 
members

• Discretionary

• Decisions bind 
court of appeals 
& all district and 
superior courts

• Reported in 
N.C. & S.E.

Federal Courts NC Courts
• Limited jurisdiction

• US gov’t funds

• Judges appointed 
by Pres.; Senate  
confirms

• Lifetime tenure; 
removal by 
impeachment

• General 
jurisdiction

• States fund

• Elected judges

• Removal by 
impeachment and 
loss of election
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Snapshot

Preliminary data for 2008-2009

– 3.3 million cases handled by 381 trial judges

– 2.9 million cases filed in District Court (11,000 cases per judge)

1.8 million infractions and motor vehicle cases in District Court

Collections

– $240 million in costs to the General Fund

– $93 million in fines and forfeitures to local school boards

– $331 million in collections of restitution and child support

– $700 million collected and disbursed though offices of Clerks of Superior 
Court
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Superior Court Preliminary Stats 2008-2009
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19,856 6,155 7,902 627 28 4,846 84 214 19,623 Case Originating in Sup. Ct 

11,556 4,495 3,879 351 59 2,335 112 325 11,630 Non-Motor Vehicle Appeal 

5,149 1,341 2,135 320 2 1,175 118 58 5,124 Motor Vehicle Appeal 

3,431 1,820 261 193 0 821 135 201 3,778 Impaired Driving Appeal 

39,992 13,811 14,177 1,491 89 9,177 449 798 40,155 Misdemeanors (Total) 

27,316 2,893 10,311 1,025 77 10,589 1,883 538 26,937 Other 

32,137 393 11,458 1,205 214 14,872 3,567 428 31,264 Controlled Substances 

9,813 59 3,571 500 135 4,943 518 87 9,386 Fraudulent Activity 

1,274 3 523 52 10 602 82 2 1,247 Forgery and Utterings

385 4 105 18 4 181 63 10 378 Arson and Burnings 

10,020 105 3,836 347 87 4,402 1,152 91 10,098 Larceny 

17,306 120 4,535 405 85 10,360 1,674 127 17,966 Burglary and B&E
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73 4 12 1 0 42 12 2 63 Manslaughter 

688 13 113 14 0 126 314 108 699 Murder 
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Preliminary Current Filing Data Compared

180,410179,970180,255Total 
Dispositions

40,15541,82042,849Total Criminal
Misdemeanors

110,347111,059109,815Total Criminal
Felonies

29,90827,09127,591Total Civil

2008-20092006-20072005-06
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A word about technology

eFiling of civil cases piloted in Chowan, Davidson, Wake

ePay is a component of eFiling, is also a step towards using 
ePayments for traffic. Web based.




